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Stephen in the early baronial disturbances of his reign was immediately inter-
preted as weakness. Had he retained the " new men " whom his uncle had used
to operate the administrative machinery of the kingdom all might have gone
well for him; but he foolishly dispensed with their services ; and, when the civil
war broke out, he surrounded himself not as his two uncles had done with native
levies, but with Flemish mercenaries whose rapacity and lawlessness he was
powerless to curb.

The traditional hatred of Anjou kept Normandy loyal But Geoffrey,
Matilda's husband, was a purposeful young man, and by 1144 he had so far
succeeded in enforcing his authority upon the duchy that Louis VII, was com-
pelled formally to recognise his claim to it. In the meantime England was
ravaged by civil war and anarchy. In the opening stages of the struggle Stephen
had a fair share of luck. In 1138 David of Scotland, who had espoused Matilda's
cause, was overwhelmed at Northallerton in the Battle of the Standards.
This advantage, however, was quickly liquidated by the defection of Robert
of Gloucester, Matilda's natural brother, and it was at the very moment when
the odds were against him that Stephen chose to quarrel with the Church,
whose support had ensured the triumph of his claim to the throne in 1135,

The civil war raged off and on from 1139, when Matilda and Robert of
Gloucester landed with an army to win the crown by force, until 1153, when
the Treaty of Wallingford was concluded, Early in 1141 Stephen was taken
prisoner at Lincoln. He was thrown into a dungeon in Bristol, and in April
the English bishops deposed him and accepted Matilda as queen* But England
soon tired of her imperious temper, and in the following December the bishops
again met to reverse the proceedings of the previous church council, and to
restore Stephen to the throne.

The country was in a hopeless condition* The machinery of government
was at a standstill, and the poor people were exposed to all the evils of baronial
lawlessness. Men like Ralph of Chester and Geoffrey de Mandeville played
Stephen off against Matilda, and Matilda against Stephen, solely to extend their
own jurisdictions; and in the prevailing anarchy they saw the possibility of
establishing themselves in semi-independent fief's such as existed on the Con-
tinent. The agony of the country is graphically described in the entry in the
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle.

When the traitors perceived that he (Stephen) was a mild man, ami soft, ami
good, and did no justice, then did they all wonder. They had done homage to him,
and had sworn oaths, but had held no faith; they were all forsworn am! forft'itn!
their troth, for every powerful man made his castles, and held them against him,
They cruelly oppressed the wretched men of the land with castle-works. When the
castles were made they filled them with devils and evil men, Then took they those
men that they imagined had any property, both by night and by day, peasant men